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Master of Science (MSc) Program in Information Systems Management 
 

Academic Director: 
Theodore H. CLARK, Associate Professor of Information Systems, Business 

Statistics and Operations Management 
 
 
 As Hong Kong has moved from a manufacturing and export-based economy to 
a service-based economy, the demand for support of services has surged.  The 
delivery of services on an international scale calls for adequate information systems 
support.  The Master of Science (MSc) program in Information Systems Management 
is designed to meet the rapidly increasing demand for middle and senior level 
information systems professionals.  It aims to prepare professionals for career 
advancement within the field of information systems.  Students would gain 
fundamental and advanced training in the core skills of the field, and an education in 
basic management knowledge as applied to the information systems function in 
modern business organizations.  This is not a technical degree; studies are focused 
on management of information systems technology functions and staff. 

 
Target students would be drawn from two groups: 
 
a) Business executives who want to harness IT for their companies’ 

competitiveness; and 
b) IT professionals pursuing career advancement and management training. 
 
Successful part-time candidates for admission would typically have a few years 

of work experience, a strong quantitative background, and a desire to harness 
technology for their companies’ competitiveness.  Full-time applicants are not 
required to have work experience, but strong academic background and/or 
GMAT/GRE is necessary for successful application. 
 
Program Learning Outcomes 

On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to: 
 
• Analyze the core issues and identify critical factors for business decision-making;  
• Solve business problems using appropriate quantitative and analytical techniques; 
• Solve business problems from alternative and innovative perspectives; 
• Defend reasoned solutions to business problems, includes addressing time, 

information, and resource constraints; 
• Demonstrate information technology foundation skills in database, system 

engineering, programming, and network administration; 
• Manage information technology projects and apply project management skills and 

capabilities in the context of large-scale information systems projects; 
• Examine various types of IS applications and their benefits within the 

organizations;  
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• Interpret technical, organizational and managerial issues related to the use of 
information systems technology; 

• Demonstrate management skills in the use of technical foundation knowledge in 
the context of information technology management issues; 

• Analyze business information with information technology efficiently and 
effectively; 

• Facilitate business innovations via the use of information systems; 
• Interpret current technology trends and develop plans to leverage these trends; 

and 
• Speak with end-users and other stakeholders about core technologies in 

information systems using relevant and audience appropriate technical and 
business language. 

 
Admission Requirements 
Applicants must possess a bachelor’s degree or equivalent from a university or a 
recognized institution.  Furthermore, they are recommended to present a satisfactory 
score on the GRE or GMAT, with a strong showing in both quantitative and verbal 
skills. 
 
For the part-time program, at least two years of full-time post-qualification working 
experience is preferred.  For the full-time program, work experience is not required, 
but applicants with work experience will have an advantage. 
 
Program Duration 
The full-time program can be completed in one year and the part-time program can be 
completed in two years, provided that students attend Winter Term. 
 
Program Fee 
The program fee for the 2016-17 intake is HK$220,000 for full-time mode, and 
HK$180,000 for part-time mode. 
 
Curriculum 
Students are required to complete 30 credits of coursework as follows:  
 
a) Core courses (12 credits) 

 ISOM 5100 Information Strategy and Management 
 ISOM 5280* Computer and Internet Security Management 
 ISOM 5320 Electronic Commerce and Web Analytics 
 ISOM 5370 Technology and Innovation Management 
 ISOM 5460# Project Management 
 ISOM 5700 Operations Management 

 
b) Required courses (0-6 credits) 

 Subject to the decision of the Academic Director, students who do not have 
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sufficient background in information systems, computer science or engineering 
may be required to take the following three required courses: 

 
 ISOM 5180^ Applied Network Management 
 ISOM 5260 Fundamentals of Database Management 
 ISOM 5290 Information Systems Development Methodologies 
 
c) Elective courses (12-18 credits) 

 ISOM 5030 Business Simulation and Strategic Decisions 
 ISOM 5050 Business Essentials for IT Professionals 
 ISOM 5130 Outsourcing Management 
 ISOM 5150 Strategic Information Infrastructure 
 ISOM 5200 Innovation and Intellectual Property Law 
 ISOM 5230 Consumer Privacy Management in the Information Economy 
 ISOM 5250 Business Modeling with VBA 
 ISOM 5270 Big Data Analytics 
 ISOM 5300 Information Infrastructure Policy and Regulation 
 ISOM 5330 Financial Technology for Business Professionals 
 ISOM 5360 Information Systems Auditing 
 ISOM 5380 Information Systems Assurance and Forensic Investigation 
 ISOM 5390 Digital and Social Media Strategy 
 ISOM 5450 Technology Consulting 
 ISOM 5480 Technology Entrepreneurship 
 ISOM 5720 ERP and Enterprise Systems Management 
 ISOM 6000-6100 Special Topics in Information Systems 
 ISOM 6350 MSc Research Project  
 ISOM 6390 Independent Study in Information Systems 
  
 Plus any other courses approved by the Academic Director. 
 

 Full-time students are allowed to take up to 4 additional credits of electives (on 
top of the graduation requirement of 30 credits). 

 
Graduation Requirements 

Students must complete the program with a graduation grade average (GGA) of 2.850 
or above as required of all postgraduate students at the University. 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
* Students with CISSP, CISM or GCIH professional certification may apply for 

substitution for ISOM 5280. 
# Students with PMP professional certification may apply for substitution for ISOM 

5460. 
^  Students with CCNA professional certification may apply for substitution for ISOM 

5180. 
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	Part-time students may take a maximum of 9 credits in each term.
	Credit Transfer
	Graduation Requirements
	Master of Science (MSc) Program in Information Technology
	Program Director:
	Cunsheng DING, Professor of Computer Science and Engineering
	Program Learning Outcomes
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	Program Director:
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	Admission Requirements
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	Graduation Requirements
	Kellogg-HKUST Executive Master of Business Administration
	Academic Director:
	Christopher J. S. DORAN, Adjunct Associate Professor of Management
	Program Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to:
	• Articulate and apply the basic principles of strategy, operations, marketing and finance;
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	Finance Concentration
	Graduation Requirements
	Master of Business Administration (MBA) Program
	Director of MBA Programs:
	Sean FERGUSON, Associate Dean of Business and Management (MBA & MSc Programs)
	Program Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to:
	• Analyze and solve business problems from each of the managerial disciplines of management education;
	• Solve cross functional business problems and create integrated business solutions;
	• Evaluate the ethical implications and potential risks faced by managers and apply responsible leadership principles to the business decision making process;
	• Make effective managerial business decisions that incorporate potential global/international considerations (benefits and risks);
	• Within a managerial context, communicate clearly across multiple stakeholder groups and functional topics; and
	• Work and manage themselves effectively within a team environment (as a team leader or follower) to deliver team objectives.
	Admission Requirements
	Program Duration
	Program Fee
	Program Structure
	Required courses
	Advanced electives
	Exchange Program
	Full-time MBA Curriculum
	Students are required to complete 52 credits of coursework as follows:
	a) Required courses (30 credits)
	b) Electives (22 credits)
	* MARK 5280 can be substituted by 2 credits equivalent of approved global business elective course(s).  The list of elective courses will be announced at the beginning of each academic term.
	Part-time MBA Curriculum
	Course Substitution
	Graduation Requirements
	Steve J DEKREY, Adjunct Professor of Management
	Program Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to:
	• Analyze and solve business problems from each of the managerial disciplines of management education;
	• Solve cross functional business problems and create integrated business solutions;
	• Evaluate the ethical implications and potential risks faced by managers and apply responsible leadership principles to the business decision making process;
	• Make effective managerial business decisions that incorporate potential global/international considerations (benefits and risks);
	• Within a managerial context, be able to communicate clearly across multiple stakeholder groups and functional topics; and
	• Work and manage themselves effectively within a team environment (as a team leader or follower) to deliver team objectives.
	Admission Requirements
	Part-time MBA Program (Bi-weekly)
	Director of MBA Programs:
	Sean FERGUSON, Associate Dean of Business and Management (MBA & MSc Programs)
	Program Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to:
	• Analyze and solve business problems from each of the managerial disciplines of management education;
	• Solve cross functional business problems and create integrated business solutions;
	• Evaluate the ethical implications and potential risks faced by managers and apply responsible leadership principles to the business decision making process;
	• Make effective managerial business decisions that incorporate potential global/international considerations (benefits and risks);
	• Within a managerial context, be able to communicate clearly across multiple stakeholder groups and functional topics; and
	• Work and manage themselves effectively within a team environment (as a team leader or follower) to deliver team objectives.
	Admission Requirements
	Program Duration
	It normally takes 24 months to complete this bi-weekly part-time program.
	Program Fee
	The program fee for the 2016-17 intake is HK$465,000.  It covers tuition fees, textbooks for all required courses, course materials and cases, and one-night accommodation and cross-border transportation for weekend modules in Hong Kong.
	Curriculum
	Graduation Requirements
	Students must complete the program with a graduation grade average (GGA) of a 2.850 or above as required of all postgraduate students at the University.
	Academic Director:
	Program Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to:
	• Think critically and creatively solve business problems and make effective decisions with respect to the conceptual and practical aspects of mainstream accounting disciplines;
	• Communicate clearly, and strategically, after considering relevant circumstances as well as work and manage themselves effectively within a team environment to accomplish established goals;
	• Understand and practice responsible citizenship and professional standards;
	• Explain and analyze accounting issues raised by various professional accounting organizations and caused by evolving global business environment; and
	• Apply ethical principles and the code of ethics issued by accounting professional bodies in accounting practices.
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	Curriculum
	Course Substitution
	Graduation Requirements
	Academic Director:
	Program Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to:
	• Solve advanced economic models using mathematical methods related to real analysis, static optimization, and dynamic optimization;
	• Assess the underlying insights of these economic models;
	• Construct simple economic models using the above methods;
	• Explain firms’ and individuals’ behaviors in given economic and industry environments using an understanding of theories and knowledge from microeconomics;
	• Explain the effects of economic policies on monetary and business cycle stability, trade and economic growth using an understanding of theories and knowledge from macroeconomics;
	• Evaluate the implications of empirical data analysis using an understanding of theories and tools from empirical data analysis;
	• Explain and apply econometric principles;
	• Decide how to collect and deal with raw data;
	• Construct proper econometric models and use relevant software to conduct empirical analysis on given data;
	• Make predictions on economic and business outcomes based on results from empirical analysis;
	• Explain economic models and intuition to academic people using professional language in economics;
	• Present economic insights or their empirical findings to industry people using both economic and business languages; and
	• Use various approaches including graphs, diagrams, figures, etc. to enrich their communication.
	Admission Requirements
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	The normative duration of this full-time program is one year.
	Program Fee
	The program fee for the 2016-17 intake is HK$170,000.
	Curriculum
	Graduation Requirements
	Master of Science (MSc) Program in Financial Analysis
	Academic Director:
	Jialin YU, Associate Professor of Finance
	Associate Academic Director:
	Peter MACKAY, Associate Professor of Finance
	Program Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to:
	• Apply the financial knowledge to real-world investment management and securities valuation;
	• Develop sophisticated financial models to support decision making; and
	• Propose asset/risk-management solutions that maximize firm value.
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	Program Duration
	The program can be completed in part-time mode in 18-24 months.
	Program Fee
	Curriculum
	a) Core courses (12 credits)
	c) Elective courses (10 credits)
	Concentrations
	Credit Transfer
	Graduation Requirements
	Master of Science (MSc) Program in Global Finance
	Academic Directors:
	Program Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to:
	• Outline and discuss contemporary finance issues in global finance markets and emerging markets such as China;
	• Analyze value creation by using knowledge from corporate finance to quantify the impact of strategic decision on shareholder value;
	• Integrate relevant financial knowledge and skills to evaluate or propose solutions to real-life finance issues;
	• Evaluate investment performance, construct investment portfolio and design investment strategies;
	• Apply knowledge in asset pricing theory, modern portfolio theory, derivatives markets and fixed income products to investment decisions;
	• Apply knowledge to carry out risk management in financial institutions using various financial instruments, transactions and investments; and
	• Communicate effectively in form of written report and/or verbal presentation on current finance issues.
	Admission Requirements
	Program Structure
	Program Fee
	Curriculum
	Graduation Requirements
	Master of Science (MSc) Program in Global Management *
	Academic Director:
	Jiatao LI, Chair Professor of Management
	Program Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to:
	• Apply the core concepts of business functions (including accounting, economics, finance, marketing, operations and management) required for General Managers in a global context;
	• Integrate their functional knowledge to make decisions commonly faced by General Managers in a global context;
	• Apply the concepts to strategic decision making and connect different functional areas to formulate integrated solutions;
	• Analyze the core issues and weigh the significance of key assumptions used in business decision-making scenarios; and
	• Approach business problems from alternative perspectives and consider unconventional concepts and solutions.
	Admission Requirements
	Program Fee
	*  There is no open recruitment for this program.
	Curriculum
	a) General core courses (14 credits)
	c) Elective courses (10 credits)
	Graduation Requirements
	Academic Director:
	Program Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to:
	• Identify critical issues in the global economy and core business functions of a global organization and relate them to the management of global operations;
	• Analyze problems in the design, creation and delivery of goods and services in a global environment by using qualitative and quantitative tools and apply innovative solutions;
	• Lead a team and work effectively in a team with people from different background; and
	• Identify ethical dilemmas in business decision making and apply an ethics framework to propose and defend a resolution.
	Admission Requirements
	Program Duration
	Program Fee
	Curriculum
	Graduation Requirements
	Master of Science (MSc) Program in Information Systems Management
	Academic Director:
	Program Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to:
	• Analyze the core issues and identify critical factors for business decision-making;
	• Solve business problems using appropriate quantitative and analytical techniques;
	• Solve business problems from alternative and innovative perspectives;
	• Defend reasoned solutions to business problems, includes addressing time, information, and resource constraints;
	• Demonstrate information technology foundation skills in database, system engineering, programming, and network administration;
	• Manage information technology projects and apply project management skills and capabilities in the context of large-scale information systems projects;
	• Examine various types of IS applications and their benefits within the organizations;
	• Interpret technical, organizational and managerial issues related to the use of information systems technology;
	• Demonstrate management skills in the use of technical foundation knowledge in the context of information technology management issues;
	• Analyze business information with information technology efficiently and effectively;
	• Facilitate business innovations via the use of information systems;
	• Interpret current technology trends and develop plans to leverage these trends; and
	• Speak with end-users and other stakeholders about core technologies in information systems using relevant and audience appropriate technical and business language.
	Admission Requirements
	Program Duration
	Program Fee
	The program fee for the 2016-17 intake is HK$220,000 for full-time mode, and HK$180,000 for part-time mode.
	Curriculum
	a) Core courses (12 credits)
	b) Required courses (0-6 credits)
	c) Elective courses (12-18 credits)
	Graduation Requirements
	Academic Director:
	Program Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to:
	• Conduct business management exercises in a culturally diverse setting drawing on international learning experiences;
	• Apply advanced management and leadership principles, developed from systematic engagement with the corporate world;
	• Assess business situations with ethical implications and apply principles of responsible business decision-making and leadership in different contexts;
	• Solve problems and generate innovative solutions with confidence, speed, and soundness; and
	• Execute management tasks with comprehensive requirements for responsible and accountable leadership skills in a culturally diverse environment.
	Admission Requirements
	Program Duration
	Program Fee
	Curriculum
	Graduation Requirements
	Master of Science (MSc) Program in Investment Management
	Academic Director:
	Jialin YU, Associate Professor of Finance
	Associate Academic Director:
	Peter MACKAY, Associate Professor of Finance
	Program Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to:
	• Apply the financial knowledge to real-world investment management and securities valuation;
	• Develop sophisticated financial models to support decision making; and
	• Propose asset/risk-management solutions that maximize firm value.
	Admission Requirements
	Program Duration
	Program Fee
	Curriculum
	a) Core courses (12 credits)
	b) Required courses (8 credits)
	c) Elective courses (10 credits)
	Concentrations
	Credit Transfer
	Graduation Requirements
	Academic Director:
	James K S KUNG, Chair Professor of Social Science
	Program Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to:
	• Design research projects based on fundamental principles of social science inquiry;
	• Explain basic statistical concepts used by social scientists and apply related methods to data analysis;
	• Articulate key concepts and important theories in major social science disciplines;
	• Evaluate and critique scholarly works in the social sciences; and
	• Formulate theoretically informed and empirically grounded perspectives for the analysis of social and economic issues in Greater China and beyond.
	Admission Requirements
	Program Duration
	Program Fee
	Curriculum
	MA Degree
	Postgraduate Diploma
	Language Requirement
	Credit Transfer
	Program Transfer
	Academic Advising
	Graduation Requirements
	Academic Director:
	Jianmei LIU, Professor of Humanities
	Associate Director:
	May-yi SHAW, Assistant Professor of Humanities Education
	Program Learning Outcomes
	On successful completion of the program, graduates will be able to:
	• Identify, explain, and use cultural concepts, theories, and models;
	• Analyze significant cultural phenomena related to Chinese past and present based on these cultural concepts, theories and models;
	• Analyze Chinese culture in a global and cross-cultural comparative perspective based on the knowledge and skills of the Humanities from the program;
	• Articulate Chinese culture critically and analytically in a range of Humanities disciplines, including History, Philosophy, Literature, Linguistics, or Anthropology, in both English and Chinese; and
	• Conduct original cultural research and participate effectively in project teams using an enhanced knowledge of Chinese culture gained from the program.
	Admission Requirements
	Program Duration
	Program Fee
	Curriculum
	Notes:
	(1) Exemption may be granted with prior approval of the Academic Director (normally with IELTS score of 8.0 or above, or equivalent, and successfully passed an English written test on Chinese culture).  Students given exemption should take one more el...
	(2) HMMA 5002 can be substituted by HUMA 5160.
	(3) HMMA 5003 can be substituted by HUMA 5300.
	(4) HMMA 5004 can be substituted by HUMA 5510.
	(5) HMMA 5006 can be substituted by HUMA 5700.
	Language Requirement
	Many courses are taught in English but assign readings in Chinese.  Some courses are taught in Chinese (Putonghua) due to academic reasons.  Students must be able to demonstrate proficiency in both English and Chinese.
	Academic Advising
	Graduation Requirements
	Academic Directors:
	Claudia WONG, Senior Lecturer of Center for Language Education
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